
This month, Craig Reucassel and the ABC’s War on 

Waste team have brought new attention to waste 

issues in Australia. The TV series has inspired many 

people to make new efforts to reduce their waste, and 

brought attention to some of the many NGOs and 

businesses working to help us reduce, reuse and 

recycle our waste.  

We in the Uniting Church are excited by this growing 

movement for greater stewardship of resources, and

we gladly join our efforts to those of our communities, 

our streets, our councils and towns. 

Our God does not believe in waste. The UCA’s Basis 

of Union asserts that “there is no gift without its 

corresponding service” (para 13). While the authors 

spoke of spiritual gifts, there is a word here for us also. 

Our belongings and purchases are gifts of grace God 

gives us, but with each gift comes a corresponding 

service – a responsibility to recognise the resources 

that go into producing each and every thing we use. 

Not just the big things, but also the clothes, coffee 

cups and food we use and consume every day.  

The War On Waste 
"The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; 

the world, and they that dwell therein." Psalm 24:1



Holy God, the abundance you bless us with was always meant to be 

shared. When you gave your laws to the Israelites, you instructed 

them to leave the edges of the fields when harvesting crops, that the 

poor and wild animals might also have food (eg. Lev 23:22, Deut 

24:19). Your prophets condemned those who lived in greed and 

abundance and offered no aid to the poor and needy (eg. Ezek 

16:49). When Jesus fed the five thousand, you instructed your 

disciples to gather up the leftover fragments “so that nothing may be 

lost” (John 6:12). 

Make us responsible stewards Lord. Help us to reduce our waste and 

reassess the way we live. Our purchases may pass through our lives 

quickly, but each item takes many contributions to make – your water, 

your fertile land and resources, the work and suffering of your people. 

And while our greed creates mountains of waste, millions around the 

world go without.  

Remind us that haste leads to waste, and that throw away items often 

disrespect both people and planet. Help us to slow down, to form 

communities of accountability that help us to reduce our waste, and to 

remember our keep cups, our green bags and our reusable straws. 

Open our eyes Lord and create in us a new heart which remembers 

that each and every piece of plastic ever created still exists, and will 

still in thousands of years. So it is time to change, time to take action. 

Be with us Lord, blessing our journeys and our #waronwasteAU. 

May our steps towards a lifestyle without waste be a special offering 

of service to you, a pleasing sacrifice of love for you and your 

creation. 

 We ask this in Jesus’ name, Amen.

War On Waste Prayer 
Together we pray for a more sustainable 

and waste free future:



Taking Action: 
Some ideas to help your church community 

reduce waste:

- Hold a Clothes Swap at your 

church 

- Organise an Op Shop Crawl 

(this can be a great 

intergenerational activity, ask a 

young adult who likes Op 

Shopping where the best spots 

are) 

- Hold an Op Shop Fashion 

Parade at church 

- Invite a guest speaker to talk 

about the impacts of ‘fast fashion’ 

- Host an event where people 

can bring damaged clothing and 

learn how to repair or upcycle it 

with church volunteers 

Clothes: 

Reducing Church Waste:
- Ban single-use plastics at your church 

- Set up a composting system for your 

church teabags and coffee grounds 

- Compost leaf waste from trees in 

Autumn or use it to mulch your gardens 

- Review your church recycling (take 

home, bin collection) 

- Update your recycling signage to help 

people determine what can/can’t be 

recycled 

- If you are going to a Presbytery/Synod 

event, take your church’s mugs with you, 

or encourage your congregation members 

to take their own

- Watch War on Waste together on iView and discuss 

- Create a waste challenge group and meet regularly to discuss your 

progress and help each other to reduce your waste further 

- Collect waste from your street or congregation and sort it with them to find 

out which items are being wasted the most, and how you can reduce it 

- Invite someone from your council to come and talk to your community about 

their recycling process 

- Organise a tour of your local recycling plant, waste education centre, waste 

transfer station or landfill 

- Invite a guest speaker to talk about worm farms, composting or gardening 

- Invite a ‘dumpster diver’ to speak at church 

- Organise a tour to the Ozharvest Market, Australia’s first rescued food 

supermarket, in Kensington (Sydney) http://www.ozharvest.org/market/ 

- Join your local Environmental Education Network 

Community Waste Education:



Leading action in your community:
- Each church person leads by example personally 

- Have an Op Shop (many churches do this) 

- Hold a Fete, White Elephant Stall or Book Fair (many churches do this) 

- Set up a recycling station for batteries, mobile phones, corks and other 

items at your church & link up with programs that recycle spectacles, shoes, 

computers or other items for developing countries (many churches do this) 

- Provide a soft plastic recycling bin (to be taken to Coles for RedCycle 

regularly) 

- Set up a Food Co-Op where your community can buy products with less 

packaging (Brunswick Uniting Church, VIC have been running a very 

successful one since 2000) 

- Set up a community fridge where people can leave excess food for the 

less fortunate & host a library, little library or book exchange 

- Set up a green waste collection point at your church (to be chipped and 

composted) 

- Host a community garden, verge garden or grow vegetables in the unused 

backyards of congregation members who don’t have the time/energy/skill 

- Share excess fruit and keep a list of who in your community has which fruit 

trees or vegetable plantings so if you need, for example lemons, you know 

who to ask 

- Challenge your street to work together to reduce your waste or challenge 

another church to see whose congregation can reduce their waste the most 

- Set up a stall to sell keep cups, reusable straws, reusable grocery bags, 

container covers and other zero waste products at your church, and use the 

funds to invest in energy efficiency or other green measures 

- Collect or make green/canvas bags for your community. Place them in a 

bin in front of the local supermarkets for those who have forgotten their 

bags, or create an opportunity to chat with people by handing them out 

- Ask your local café if they give a discount if you bring your own coffee cup 

– if they do, add them to responsiblecafes.org  & display a list of local cafes 

that give a discount for reusable cups where your community can see it 

- Collect coffee grounds from local cafes for your community garden, worm 

farm or to grow mushrooms 

- 



Advocacy:
- Join the campaign to #banthebag in NSW 

http://about.abc.net.au/war-on-waste-banthebag- 

lets-do-this/ 

- Campaign to support container deposit schemes 

http://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/waste/container-deposit- 

scheme.htm 

- Campaign for better recycling education 

- Support zero waste campaigns 

- Ask supermarkets to change their cosmetic standards and 

let them know you are willing to buy imperfect produce 

- Support farmers and imperfect produce programs 

- Write to your favourite companies asking them to reduce the 

packaging on their products 

- Encourage your employer to buy recycled products over 

other alternatives (eg. Paper, plastics) 

- Encourage the other organisations you are part of to assess 

their waste and how they can reduce it 

Hold an event with the theme of using leftover food, and the best ways to 

cook with excess foodstuffs

- Host a Skills Exchangeevent (eg. Lessons on sewing, lessons on 

cooking, lessons on using IT, a bike repair workshop) or host a Repair 

Café event at your church 

- Hold an art from wate workshop/event or run a fun kids program on 

waste and recycling 

- The City of Ryde has a Sustainable Waste to Art Prize. If you aren’t in 

their area, why not hold a competition at your church? 

- Set up a local Facebook page or spot where people can advertise items 

they no longer need, and others can take them or exchange (like a more 

local version of Freecycle) 

- Organise a Clean Up of a local beach or park, and participate in Clean 

Up Australia Day in March 2018



http://www.abc.net.au/ourfocus/waronwaste/ 

http://storyofstuff.org/ 

http://unitingearthweb.org.au/ 

https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/our-work/uniting-earth-ministry/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/UnitingEarth2017 

https://fiveleafecoawards.org/

For more information visit: 

This resource, inspired by the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation's War on Waste program 
and resources, was compiled by Jessica Morthorpe, 
Uniting Earth Ministry Consultant for the Uniting 

Church in Australia Synod of NSW & ACT.


